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Substance Use in Pueblo County
( Overdose deaths )l Someone died in
Overdose death rates in Pueblo County have steadily climbed since 2000 with the largest jump occurring in 2011. Pueblo County of

Many factors contributed to this including increased access to opioid prescriptions and heroin, fentanyl in the
drug supply, a breakdown in social connectedness and community involvement, a history of trauma, and financial .
stressors>* The COVID-19 pandemic worsened these factors by causing further social isolation and reducing B R
access to substance use treatment and therapy.3 From 2019 to 2020, Pueblo County saw an increase in overdose 2021. These
deaths (32.7 per 100,000 to 38.7 per 100,000). The overdose death rate in 2021 increased further to 46.1 per deaths are
L100,000 and was also higher than the overall rate for Colorado. preventable.

a drug overdose

Key findings
Most overdose deaths occur among individuals aged 30-39 (Graph A). In 2021, 31% of overdose deaths occurred among
individuals in this age group
Males make up a higher percentage of fatal overdose deaths (Graph A). In 2020 and 2021 males made up 71% of overdose
deaths.
Almost half of all fatal drug overdoses involve more than one substance (polydrug use). In 2020, 38% of overdose deaths
involved more than one substance. In 2021, 56% of overdose deaths involved more than one substance (Graph B).
Fentanyl’s presence in the drug supply continues to increase. In 2020, 9% of drug overdoses involved fentanyl. By 2021,
fentanyl increased to 19%.

Overdose Deaths in Pueblo County

This data shows all fatal incidents as crude rates per 100,000 as determined by the Pueblo County Coroner’s office. Many deaths are
associated with multiple drugs (polydrug). Presence of a drug does not necessarily indicate direct cause of death.
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A. Overdose Deaths By Age and Gender in Fatal Overdoses
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Narcan/Naloxone Use Key Findings
Since 2019, harm reduction agencies reported an increase in Self-reported Naloxone/Narcan use increased 86% from 2020
self-reported Naloxone/Narcan use. Potential reasons behind
this trend may be due to increased access to
Naloxone/Narcan and knowledge of the life-saving potential
of these resources. Naloxone/Narcan administered by

to 2021 as reported by harm reduction agencies.
Naloxone administration by emergency transport reported

approximately 230 events in 2021 or an average of 19 events

o . each month.
emergency transport has seen similar patterns of increased S . .
use from 2020 to 2021. Of importance, carrying In 2021, Naloxone distribution has remained steady with an
Naloxone/Narcan can help save a life. From May 2020 to average of 694 kits delivered to harm reduction clients each
2021, 701 lives were saved in Pueblo County with the use of month.
Naloxone/Narcan. In 2021, an average of 41 lives were saved each month.

Naloxone/Narcan® Administration

These graphs indicate the number of instances individuals who are not first responders reported using Naloxone/Narcan to reverse
opioid overdoses. Naloxone/Narcan is provided to individuals by several harm reduction agencies in Pueblo County and is a cornerstone

of harm reduction practices intended to minimize the harm to people using drugs.
|

C. Number of Lives Saved Each Month With Naloxone
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Graph C and D Data Source: Pueblo Harm Reduction Agencies Timeframe: May 2020 - June 2022
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